have come under the observation of one connected with a large public hospital, where ample opportunities are presented of tracing the influences which favour its spreading, or increase its virulence.
From the month of December 1842, when sporadic cases of this epidemic first began to show themselves in this quarter, there was almost a constant prevalence of cold easterly winds. The poorer classes of society had for the last two years suffered great privations in the comforts of life, so that their constitutions might be less able to resist external influences of an injurious tendency.
During the months of January and February, catarrhal affections, accompanied with derangements of the biliary organs, were more than usually prevalent. Among the more delicate of the female patients in the hospital, it was observed that many were attacked, on the least exposure to a stream of cold air, by rigors followed by an exacerbation of fever, which at the time was attributed to the nurses having thrown open the windows for the purpose of ventilating the wards. These cases occurred more frequently in ward No. 9, which is colder and more exposed than the other wards, the windows facing the north-east.
As the season advanced these cases became more frequent, and more constantly accompanied with severe headach, vomiting of bilious matter, and yellowness of the eyes and skin, and, before the real nature of the epidemic was understood, several cases were admitted into the hospital as cases of jaundice. Indeed Glasgow. admitted in December 1842, as a case of jaundice ; which, on looking over the reports taken of the case in the hospital journal, I find the symptoms are all accurately described;?"the rigor, the severe headach, the bilious vomiting, pain of epigastrium, increased on pressure, urgent thirst, quick and firm pulse, all abating ; and then on the eighth day the pulse falling to 80 but the patient complaining of rheumatic pains of the joints. On the fourteenth day another rigor followed by heat of skin, increase of thirst, and on the third day going off by a copious perspiration.v Many of the cases admitted were of a much milder character and l^ss regular in their symptoms than the one noticed, going through all the stages in a modified degree ; and such cases at that period generally received the name of febriculse, and by the poor among which it was prevalent, influenza. In many of the cases coming from the poorer localities, livid petechiae were present; and in the young, epistaxis was not uncommon. Diarrhoea was also frequent, the stools occasionally tinged with blood. 
